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Welcome Back
As the 2018/2019 school year begins welcome back to all pupils returning for another school year.  We hope you had a great summer and are feeling ready for the challenges of another busy year.  A special welcome is extended to all children starting the nursery for the first time and to all children starting in P1.  We trust they will settle quickly into life at our school and indeed throughout the school.  Welcome back to all staff, teaching and non-teaching who continue to dedicate themselves to ensure the education and pastoral care of all children is of a high standard.  
Staffing is a follows:

Nursery 
Miss Herdman
P1/2
          Mrs Nelis
P3/4
          Mrs Paul
P5/6/7        Mrs Armstrong
New Principal Release
We would like to welcome 
Mrs Ashton to our staff as she takes up her position as the new Principal Release. We hope she will enjoy working in Gilford Primary School.
        
School Meals
School dinners cost £2.60 per day which is £13.00 per week.  We would appreciate it greatly if you could send the correct money in a sealed envelope clearly marked with your child’s name and the amount paid.  This money will be collected on a Monday morning.  Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.
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Milk Money  
The cost of milk for September is £4.20.  As milk has to be ordered in advance, we would like this paid at the beginning of each month.  This can also be put in a envelope clearly marked with your child’s name.
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Punctuality Month 
Let’s start the year well and have your child in school before the 8.55am bell.  Remember all pupils come in through the side entrance door and P1 pupils are to be collected from this door for the month of September at 12.30pm.  All other pupils P2-P7 are to be collected from outside the school gates.  
 Uniforms

Please make sure all your child’s uniform is clearly labelled with a permanent marker as it is very difficult to track down lost uniforms that are not named.
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Healthy Break  
Remember we operate a healthy break policy throughout the school.  Healthy break options may include- sandwich, pancake, fruit, cheese and crackers or fruit yoghurts.
Fields of Life
We continue to support the education of a child in Uganda.  This venture is only possible with your help.  We would appreciate 20p each week from your child.  

PE Kit
Please check when your child has PE and ensure that they bring their PE Kit in on these days as PE is part of the NI Curriculum.  PE Kit includes – black shorts, yellow T Shirt and black plimsolls.  No Jewellery Allowed.  If your child is not participating in PE then a written note to the class teacher is required.
Homework
P3/4 homework will begin week beginning Monday 10th September.  Please sign all written homework,
Old Clothes 
We would appreciate any old clothes, shoes, blankets, towels etc. to be placed in bin bags and left in the school assembly hall before Thursday 25th October.  All money raised will be used towards equipment for our ECO Club.
Collecting By Car

Parents are NOT PERMITTED to park in the School grounds but must collect children from outside the school gate.  If you hold a disability pass please bring to the school office first week in September to enable you to park in our staff car park.  School grounds are for staff and delivery vehicles ONLY.
Use of Front Door

In order to put our Child Protection Policy into practice, we request that parents would use the side entrance when dropping off their children.  If it is necessary to use the front door ie collect a sick child, arranged meeting with a member of the teaching staff, PTA  meeting then report to the office and sign the visitor’s book.  Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.
Absence
If your child is off school please fill in an absentee form, which can be obtained from the school office.  All attendance figures are collated on the computer and absent marks replaced with a code indicating the reason for non-attendance. 
Mobile Phones
No mobile phones allowed in school.  If any child is found with a phone it will be confiscated. The school is not responsible for any damages or lose of personal belongings of any kind on the school grounds.  Personal belongings are brought onto the school property at the owners own risk.
School Principal & Teaching Staff

Appointments to see the principal or any member of the teaching staff can be arranged by ringing the school secretary between 8.00am and 2.00pm Monday to Friday.  We greatly appreciate your co-operation in this matter.  Non teaching days for Mrs Armstrong are Thursday and Friday.

Money Envelopes   

We have our own personalised envelopes for children to bring in their money to school ie dinner money, milk money etc.  If you would like to purchase these envelopes they can be bought from the office for £1.00 for twenty.

Wings Appeal
We feel it is important to recognise the sacrifices made by our servicemen and women and encourage you to support our ‘Wings Appeal’ on Monday 10th  September.  All proceeds will be passed on to Mr Tommy Foster our local Wings Appeal organiser.

Swimming
P5/6/7 will commence swimming on Monday 17th September.  Last date for swimming for the Autumn Term will be Monday 26th November. This year we would appreciate £1.00 per child to help cover costs.
Many thanks for your co-operation in this matter

P1 Parents
P1 parents are encouraged to leave their children at the classroom door for the month of September ONLY.  P2-P7 parents please leave your children at the side door.  We are trying to promote independence in all pupils this year
Book Fair
We are looking forward to our Book Fair this year which commence on Monday 1st October and run until Friday 5th October.

Recorders
P4-P7 will be learning to play the recorder this year.  Recorders can be purchased from the school office priced at £5.00

EVO Football
The EVO after school football will begin again on Tuesday 11th September.
PTA
A meeting of the PTA will take place on Thursday 20th September at 9.15am.  New members are very welcome. 
Speech & Drama

P4-P7 pupils are invited to attend Speech & Drama after-school club beginning Thursday 27th September.  £1.00 donation would be appreciated.  The club begins at 2.45pm and finishes at 3.30pm.  We are planning to prepare pupils for Portadown Speech & Drama organised by Mrs Ashton.
